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INVITATION 

********** 

SAILORS’ SOCIETY SA 

The Durban Port Chaplains 

Have great pleasure in 

inviting you  

To the 

ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL SEA 
SUNDAY SERVICE 

Date :   28th July 2019 

Venue: N Shed, Cruiseliner  

Passenger Terminal, Durban Har-
bour 

Time : 11h00 

R.S.V.P. Linda van Schalkwyk 

Tel : 031 2660695 

office@saiss.co.za 

Please join us for tea and coffee 
after the service and socialize 
with friends. 
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So come along , sing the joyous hymns 
and meet friends once more. 

You will be attending one of the high-

lights on the July calendar and receive a 

warm welcome as well as remembering 

seafarers. 

Sea Sunday Service... 

will be celebrated on the 28th 
July 2019 in N shed and  was 
celebrated on the 14th of July 
in the Bayhead Mission. 

On the 28th, the Harbour Mas-
ter and Port Chaplains will do 
the Blessing of the Port and all 
who serve there along with 
prayers for our seafarers and 
their families. 

These days the threats of pi-
racy have added to making sea-
faring a dangerous profession. 

We depend on those responsi-
ble for bringing ships to the 
ports of the world for trade 
and providing so many every-
day needs, from fish to furni-
ture, from clothing to cars. 

Each year a representative 
from one of the Missions is the 
preacher. This year it is the 
turn of Biblia and we welcome 
Rev. Marius Schoombie of the 
NG Church, South Coast con-
gregation. 

We are happy that The SA 
Army and will once again par-
ticipate providing the music. 

July is a busy month in Durban,… July means holidays, the Durban July, the sardine 

run, Mandela Day and other activities, but it also means  - SEA SUNDAY! 



 

 

A LIVING LEGEND 

Those who attended our first and sec-
ond breakfasts may be wondering 
when the next will be. 

Good news! Not long now.  15 August is 
not far away 

The third event will once again be held 
at Kloof Country Club and those who 
attend can enjoy breakfast to start the 
day. 

I’m sure many will have heard of Mike 
Hoare, also known as ‘Mad Mike’ and 
his forays into various territories. 

Mike turned 100 years old recently and 
his son Chris will share his life with us. 

Sure to be a riveting story. 

MOZAMBIQUE THANKS YOU ALL 

 The Sailors’ Society expresses thanks to those who donated cash and various items to 
our neighbours in Mozambique after the large scale . 

The clothing  and other goods were delivered to churches and other collection points 
and taken to Beira. Rev Van Schalkwyk recently visited Maputo where he is in ongoing 
contact with the Bishop of Mozambique, Bishop Dinis Motsolo. He was 
overjoyed to receive the donations which will be used to  purchase  
seeds and garden tools such as hoes, rakes and spades to enable those  
who lost everything, to grow their own food. This is one of the projects 
put in place in Mozambique after the floods. 

Sailors’ Society has two chaplains there, Leta Mavombo and Azarias 
Muchanga who are doing sterling work. 

The Port of Maputo is also becoming busy and they regularly call on the 
seafarers in port. 

 

Mozambique   

Please call Linda van Schalkwyk or Janet 
to book and they will let you have tickets. 

Kindly submit payment as follows 

International Sailors’ Society 

Standard Bank 

Account No. 051172216 Glenwood Branch 

Branch Code 042526 

Previous speakers and topics 

Andrew Pike on the sinking of the 
Oceanos 

Matthew Willman, on his work as 
accredited photographer to the 
Mandela Foundation. 

‘Mad Mike’ turns 100 

 
Mike Hoare with the biography written 
by his son Christopher 

LEGENDARY soldier and merce-
nary ‘Mad Mike’ Hoare cele-
brated his 100th birthday on 17 
March 2019 with 35 family and 
friends in Durban.  

Among them were six of the Wild 
Geese members who fought with 
him in the Congo in the 1960s. 

Asked his secrets for longevity, 
the Irishman always says, 
‘Laughter is the best medicine. 

‘But more seriously, there is very 
little that two aspirins cannot fix.  

 ‘Never go and see doctors, be-
cause they will only find some-
thing wrong with you,’ is his ad-
vice. 

Mike is the subject of an authori-
tative biography which was pub-
lished last year. 

Source: Zululand Observer 
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Chaplain Muchanga 

Bishop Motsolo 

Rev Van Schalkwyk 

Chaplain Leta  

Mavombo 



Welcome to DG 

Sailors Society SA welcomes Pras-
anta Roy as the new Director Gen-
eral  of the International Sailors’ 
Society in place of Stuart Rivers the 
former CEO who left the Society in 
May. 

Described as a “dynamic and effective 
leader”, Prasanta Roy, who has 25 years of experience in 
leadership and governance within the banking and finance 
industry, is stepping down as a trustee of the charity to take 
the key role focusing on the charity’s growth and develop-
ment. Prasanta was previously chief administration officer at 
multinational financial services company Wells Fargo and has 
held senior roles at Barclays, UBS, JP Morgan Chase and No-
mura. 

Sandra Welch, previously the Society’s deputy CEO and direc-
tor of programme, has been promoted to Chief Operating 
Officer.  

 “It is a privilege to now be working as part of the Sailors’ 
Society team ensuring we can reach out to many more sea-
farers and their families into the future.” says Mr Roy. 
Source: Sailors’ Society. 

Sailors’ Society SA wishes Prasanta and Sandra all the best, 
and success in their future roles in the Society 

   

Celebrating the Day of the Seafarer 
An annual event, this day focuses on entertaining seafarers who are in port where they are invited to an evening of 
relaxation with something to eat and drink in a relaxed atmosphere. This event is held at the Durban Seafarers’ Centre in 
Bayhead. This year approximately 40 seafarers attended.  The evening started  with  short service in the chapel, after which 
they enjoyed something to eat and relaxed and socialized at the bar. A very successful get together enjoyed by all. 
 

Thanks to all who organized this event. 
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Peril on the Seas 

Rev. Van Schalkwyk, Re-
sponse Network Co-
ordinator reports….. 

“It would be so encouraging to 
learn that attacks on vessels re-
sulting in hijackings, kidnappings, 

attacks, boardings and attempted boardings, were dimin-
ishing. Unfortunately it is not so. 

Most of these attacks occur on a regular basis in the Gulf 
of  Guinea, the Horn of Africa and Southeast Asia. 

In May and June the following incidents took place: 

Armed individuals in a speedboat were fired upon and 
chased a tanker;  two vessels were boarded, 2 incidents 
were reported of fishermen who were abducted from 
Malaysian fishing boats. 

The total number of incidents during May and June in this 
area alone,  amounted to 99”. 

The trained  chaplains of the CRN carry a heavy load. Not 
only they call on seafarers on ships in port and seafarers in 
hospital, but have to be available at a moment’s notice to 
counsel survivors of piracy attacks and disasters at sea. 

In the chapel 
Rev Van Schalkwyk 
and a guest 

 

On that cheerful note, we say goodbye from the Sailors’ Society Team until next time.  

Please contact us should you wish to share something with us, comment or give a donation. [Bank 

details on page 2] 

Contact details : Tel . 27 31 2660695      e mail : office@saiss.co.za     WEBSITE.: www.saiss.co.za 



Fa 

Sailors’ Society 

cares for seafarers throughout the storms of life, 

transforming their lives at home and at sea 

Sailors’ Society SA, Durban 

Address:  Suite 6, Westville Centre, 52  Norfolk Terrace, Westville 3629 

South Africa 

P.O. Box  1994, Westville, 3630 

Tel: 27 31 2660695 

Fax 27 86 693 5751 


